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Artist Richard Chenowith's watercolor of a mansion designed in the 1780s but never built.

The Octagon, Putting Plans in Perspective

OCTAGON, From C1

necessary to blink two or three times before realizing
that the building you are looking at—the subject of a
drawing—is an architectural mediocrity. This makes you
appreciate the renderer’s talents all the more.
Predictably, there is a mixture of hand-drawn images
and computer-aided 1f, for some reason, you
have a bias against the machine-aided product, this show
likely will cure you of it, for some of the most gorgeous
and persuasive images are done with computers.
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watercolor rendering commissioned especially by the

Octagon. Painted by Silver Spring artist Richard Chenow
ith, it depicts a mansion designed in the 1790s by
Benjamin Henry Latrobe, but never built. Based on plane
held by the Library of Congress, this rendering is
fascinating foray into Washington history, for the house
was intended for the Tayloe family—the very same folks
who commissioned William Thornton at the very same
time to design the Octagon.

Architecture in Perspective, through July 5 at the Octagom,

1799 New York Ave. NW, Tuesday through Sunday, 10a.m. tod
p.m. Admission is $3 for adults.




